WORK IN ITALY,  1787-1794
in my mind, as well for his talents and virtues, as for the
obligations I am under to him. I hope you will not
doubt what I say, and yet I think you will excuse me for
not writing before, considering where I am, and how I
have been employed ; for, since I have been in Italy, the
first three months was spent in seeing works of art, and
making a few drawings ; and since that time, in settling
myself in lodgings in the Piazza di Spagna, wThere Claris-
seau formerly lived, in Cunego's house, getting a study to
\vork in, and in arranging my pursuits. I am at present
making a copy in clay of the bas relief on the Borghese
vase, the figures one foot high, for Mr. Knight, who I
am sure will be happy to shew it to you, when I send it to
England. I am besides making designs and models for
a group of my own composition, the subjects of these
sketches are various : in the meantime I study nature, and
the fine forms of the Antique* Excuse my vanity for
telling you my drawings have surprised some of the best
English artists here, who thought they were copied from
the stories on Greek vases. I am also copying some
drawings from the frieze in the temple of Minerva at
Athens. Now7 you will expect some slight account of
what I have seen. I have been at Paestum and seen the
three fine temples of the ancient Doric order in that city ;
they are in better preservation than any ancient temple in
Rome, except the Pantheon. The idea of each of these
buildings is so simple, the larger parts so truly great, the
small members done with so much feeling and delicacy